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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


LIFE OF THE REV. ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 
(Continued from page 130.) 


He found himself, however, attended by a respectable 
congregation. Nearly half of his late church followed 
him, and with him sustained the indignity of excommuni- 
cation. Accessions were made from other quarters, and a 
pew church was soon formed, in which the sacrament was 
rerularly administered. Unpopular as he was there were 
some gentlemen of eminence in the city, who were not 
afraid to countenance him; among whom may be men- 
tioned Dr. Redman, and the celebrated Dr. Benjamin 

tush, both admirers of Winchester, and believers in Uni- 
versalism. 

After meeting dn the University-hall for about four 
years, his friends purchased a building, which bad been 
erected for the Masonic Lodges, on the spot now occupi- 
ed by the Pennsylvania Bank. Tus, however, they sold, 
sometime before he went to Europe, and then purchased 
a lot in Lombard-st. where they erected the meeting-i:ouse 
still improved by the First Universalist Society. Having 
enclosed the walls, laid the floor, and provided temporary 
seats, they suffered the building to remain unfinished for 
many vears. 

It is thought that Mr. Winchester spent most of his time 
in the city, preaching, however, occasioially at German- 


it Engiand, he had now determined to take his passage 
thither, immediately! It was in vam for Ins friends to 
entreat or to expostulate; and though perhaps offended 
at the suddenness of his departure, they made such pro- 
vision for his voyage as the time would perm:t. In forty 
eight hours after he had given them notice, he sailed, with 
his wife, in a vessel bound to J.ondon. 

He had heard of a few Universalists there, who statedly 
met, in private rooms to conier ov religious subjects ; and 
to one ot them,a Mr. Joh» Clegg, he nad a brief letter of 
introduction from his brother who resided in Philadelphia. 


On the 23th of September, 1787, he arrived, almost 
penny'ess anda total stranger,in the great Metropolis of 
the British Empire. His reception was cold and very 
liscouraging. —Destiiute of niovey, burthened with a wife, 
and perhaps poorly recommended by his dress and appear- 
anee, it cannot be wondered that he was not altocethera 
welcome minister to a few obseure individuals in the midst 
of Londen, who must have felt a sort of obligation to sup- 
port him, and who nevertheless anticipated little or no sue- 
cess from his labors. They had, however, seen and liked 
a sermon of his which was reprinted there, two or three 
years before.—With much solicitation, they obtained the 
use of a Baptist meeting house.in Blackficlds, Borough of 
Southwark, where he preached twice ; and then a meeting 
house in Moorfields, where lie delivered two or three dis- 
courses. Cheerful and contented in his disposition, and 
never disheartened by d sappointment or neglect, he ex- 
hibited on these occasions his usual animation and abihty. 
His iriend: increased in number and ia their expectations ; 
and asthe two former places were immediately shut a- 
gainst him on account of his sentiments, they took a large 
school room in Store street, Tottenham Court Road. He 
soon obtained a privilege at.a Mr. Thwait’s Coeoel in 
Southwark, where he beean to deliver his Lecruiers on 
THE Propurcies. In 1788, he. preached, ou Sauday 
mornings at the meeting house in Worship street, and in 
the evenings at Glass House Yard, where he repeated his 
Lectures on the Prophecics. His hearers continued to in- 
crease ; his friends and supporters received new accessions, 





town, and sometimes indulging in his favorite gratifica- 

tion of travelling. At Philadelphia, he resided in a house 

belonging to his. fourth wife, whom he married there in 
ging 


until, at length, they took, for him, the Chapel in Parlia- 
ment Court, where. think. he held his meetings till he 
denarture for America.—This, though of a good size, 


1781, and buried in less than two years afterwards.—| .ould not accommodate the crowd which pressed to hear. 


Tt was a strange fatality that attended his matrimonial con- 
nexions, making him, at the age of thirty-two, four times a 
widower. He visited South Carolna, probably in the lat- 


ter part of the year 1704, and there, it is believed, mar-| 
ried his fifth and last wife—a desperate fury, whom he ap-| 
pears to have loved witha doating fondness proportioned; 


to the madness of her temper. 

He had no stated salary, but derived his support chiefly 
from contributions taken at the close of his meetings. 
These, J am told, were often sufficient not only to meet his 
necessities, but also to supply him with the means of be- 
stowing charities. Simple in his diet, and always plain, if 


not sometimes s'ovenly, in his dress and appearance, his! 


wants were few, and though no great economist, his ex- 
penses small. 2 

His society in Philadelphia prospered under his ministry 
for about six years; when, in the earlier part of 1787, the 
congregation was, one sabbath, struck with surprize to 





' 
} 


| preached bat little in Philadelphia. 


hear him aunounee, that having Jong felt it his duty to vis-| residence in Londex. 


But he exerted an influence, by means of his publica- 


jtions, much more extensive than that of bis preaching. 


1 1788, he published hie Dialogues on Universal Restora- 
tion; which, though | have not seen all his writings, | feel 
safe in pronouncing his Musterpiece, and the only one of 
his productions which will descend to posterity. It was 
widely circulated, convinced many, and called others forth 


* It is sail that he had engaged his half-brother, Moses 
Winchester, to svipply his place in Philadelphia. Moses 
Winchester was the seventh child. He began preachmg 
Universalism in the Middle or Southern States, when 
young ; at this period he was preaching in New Jersey. 


|He did not entirely agree with Elhanan in sentiment, for 


itis said that he wholly rejected the doctrine «f future 
punishment. For some reason, I know not what, he 
He died n Penneyl- 
|vania, about forty miles from the city, during Elhanan’s 
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frou concealmi cnt, who had in seeret believed the doctrine. 
In 1790 was begun the publication of his Lectures on. the 
Pro: cies—the largest of all his works, one that was 
much osteemed,and that idded to the author’s popularity ; 
but whic 1s now nearly forgotten, and will soon cease to 
be read.---[a the same year he published Five Letters to the 
Rev. Das Taylor, in reply to his sermon on endless misery. 
Before ne left England, he published, besides numerous 
tracts. two volumes of the Philadelphian Magazine, which 
I sup ose to have been a periodical work; and the Process 
‘ rid Empire of Christ, a Poem in twelve books, which, as 
ler remarks, does not deserve the name of a Poem. 


To be continued. 


RE v IEW. 


FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


TO MR. G EroRnce HIUSGRAVE, 
PHILADELPHIA. 

















Siz,—In a former number of this paper, I endeavored to 


point out a few of the most palpabie absurdities found in 
your two pieces there noticed. In this it is mv intention to 
pursue the subject still further, and if your pieces contain 
any argument, or vaiuable facts, to learn their import, and 
apply them in the cause of truth. 

To exhibit the sentiment contained in the following ex- 
tract, without the imputation of garbling, the quotation is 
necessarily long ; 

“Tie soon discovered, to use his own words, that *l niver- 
sabsm may do to live by, but not to die by.” He tound that 
all Universalists, even in the service of their farth, are 
cursed —for “cursed iz every one that putteth his trust in 
anarm of flesh.” Hhs hopes, therefore, of a hay py immor- 
tality were soon dissipated, and the reality of a helt, burst 
upon his astonished view. Finding that bis former hopes 
were but a delusion, and seeing his awful situation, as be- 
ing exposed to the Almighty vengeance of God, he began 
to inquire, with much earnestness of soul, “what must | 
do to be saved?” 

To one whose mind is not entirely trammeled by the 
shackles of a false education, it must be a question, how 
men can be cursed in the service of a iaith which includes 
the whole family of man in the blessing of the gospel dis- 
pensation. If faith in “Universalism may do [and very 
well too, in another place] to live by,” in what consists the 
curse? How a man could reason for himself or others, so 


a3 to dissipate the hopes of a happy immortality, in view 


vi the universal, changeless love of God is to my humble}; 


comprehension, a paradox not easily solved. The reality 
of a hell, and the childish fear of never-ending and unmix- 
ed misery, as proceeding from Him who is Love in essence, 
are the ravings of a distempered imagination, and there- 
fore incapable of being answered by facts or arguments 
A word about trusting in an arm of flesh. We who are 
Universalists “trust in the living God, who is the 
of all men, especially of those who believe.” The trust 
we place in Christ, is that of a deputed agent, endued 


with power from on high, and capable of subduing all 


Saviour 


things to himself, for the very purpose of delivering, in the 
fulness of the dispensation of times, an obedient world to 
Father and our Father, to his God andour God, This 





is our view of Christ, onill of his mission. You state that 


“A friend, when leaving him one morning, very af- 
fectionately urged him to go to Christ—he made no reply; 
but manifested much concern of mind. When the same 
verson entered the room in the afternoon, he observed, “O 
[ have found the Saviour—O how precious is Jesus,” and 
with a heavenly smile upon his countenance, clasped his 
hands together, and appeared to be silently addressing his 
Divine Saviour.” 

If the preceding extract have any meaning, it signifies 
that the man was a Deist,not a Universalist, and that from 
Deism his progress was very rapid, and for any thing which 
appears, without an intervening medium, excepting his ig- 
norance, and his fears, of both which he appears to have 
hada fullshare. Every Universalist within my acquain- 
tance, acknowledges Jesus Christ as moral governor, and 
captain of our salvation. As the appointed means of sa- 
ving “his people from their sins,” and as the vice-gerent, 
who shall rule until all the moral creation shall be restor- 
ed to love and obedience ; we hail him “Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father.” As the “second person in the Trini- 
ty” we do not know him, nor any other. Christ when on 
earth, directed his disciples to say “Our Father who art in 
Heaven.” Wehave no authority to pray to the Zyinity, 
nora portionof the Trinity, in the Scriptures, nor even an 
intimation that the doctrine is true. 

In commencing this investigation, my intention was, to 
examine the scriptures, only three in number, quoted by 
youin the first piece. As the two first are misquoted, and 
the last appears to be thrown in for sound, a notice of them 
would be useless ; more especially,as your own declara- 


tions have proved that their import is entirely neutralized 


by the result in the case of your convert,at least in your 
estimation. 


I shall close with a few reflections. If by turning the 
wicked into hell, be meant a future state of ceaseless and 
unmixed misery, you, for one, do not believe it. 
stated Mr. Wile as suffering this threatening 


wards dying in hope and joy. 


You have 
, and after- 


Having stated that he believed himself in danger of an 
eternal hell, if he did not realize this, he believed a false- 
hood. 
He is said to have found that he must give an account at 
the bar of Christ, for sins committed in this life. Yet, he 
is described, as entering into immediate glory, his statement 
[or yours] to the contrary notwithstanding. 

If the estimation of his deserts were correct, it appears 
that he died in his sins, according to the orthodox under- 
standing of the term, and it is hoped that those, who have 


s.jthe weakness torepublish your statements, will not in fu- 


ture upbraid Universalists with sending all, good and bad, 
to Heaventogether. By this standard, a man may “sin as 
with a cart rope,” and on the eve of his dissolution, repent 
as you bid him, 1. e. be very sorry that his sins have made 
him obnoxious to “Almighty vengeance,” then believe in 
the Trinity, and die rejoicing. And in this consists his 
preparation for heaven. It is thus that you make void the 





word, by denying that sinners are recompensed here or 
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hereafter, and send them to the realms of light and joy 





with a weight of sin resting on their devoted heads, suffi- 
cient to sink Universalists to the regions of black and hope- 
less despair. If this be not a licentious doctrine, how can 
you define it. ‘This makes a belief in an orthodox system 
the modern scape-goat, and a passport tothe beatitude of 
heavenly glory. 

The whole of the statements appear to me to be an ap- 
peal to the weak-minded and ignorant, and to be presen- 
ted in room of scripture and argument. Allowing the ut- 
most stretch of charity to embrace as a fact, that he was 
truly a Universalist, are you willing to trust a sentiment, 
even your own, on the frail tenure of a sick man’s declar- 
ation ?—You ought to be aware, that an argument which 
proves too much, is precisely good for nothing. If you be- 
lieve that a man’s condition in the prospect of death, is 
plenary inspiration, and a certain index to his future state, 
you can be accommodated with facts of a nature to stag- 
ger this impression ; or you would be involved in the most 
inextricable difficulties, andthe most glaring absurdities’ 
and such as you would find necessary to reject. 

If a fear of the truth of the universality of Divine 
goodness amount to proof of its falsehood—a fear, relative 


If confi- 


dence in one system prove its truth, so does confidence in 


to other systems, is also a proof of their falsity. 
another. ‘This parity of reasoning is so obvious, that you 
will hardly reject it. By this rule of decision, Paganism 
has proof, both for and against it, strong as any thing cal- 
led Christianity. If the premises be correct, what think 
you of the conclusion ? 

On a view of the whole case, it does appear to me, that 
yourexertions are worse than idle. By your own state- 
meut he appears to be a weak-minded man; and your no- 
tice of Mr. Morse’s communication, if it prove any thing, 
is conclusive to the fuct, that he was under the control of 
his wife. Of what value such testimony as hers can be, 
we shall leave those to estimate, who know the multitude 
of infamous and unblushing falsehoods, which have been 
discovered and proved, even by the confessions of those 
who originally gave currency to such contemptible impo- 
sitions. Rev. Mr. Skinner, of your city could have given 
you a friendly caution on this head. 

As your last notice of this affair, in the Philadelphiam 
more especially appertains to Mr. Morse, personally, it is 
probable he will see it somewhere, aud notice it duly. In 
the mean time, permit me to request, that you will, if in 
earnest, bring forth your whole strength fur what you con- 
rider the truth. 

In the bonds of the gospel, yours, 
* MENTOR, 


—_—- 
FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


Mr. Editor---1 have lately read Mr. Balfour's Inquiry 
into the meaning of the word hell, as found in the different 


version. 


I have for years ‘been convinced of ‘the truth o 
his conclusion, but had no conception, that the facts and 
arguments on which it is founded were so luminous as to 
amount to the certainty of mathematical demonstration. 
[t ought to be in every family, and to be read and remem- 
bered by every person. Every man who knows the pow- 
er of language and is not pre-determined to contradict the 
most obvious deductions from well established premisses, 
must read it with profit. 
to desire, and pray for the endless reign of sin and suffering, 


Are any so far gone in sys/em, as 
I would say to them---read not this book. To others | 
recommend it with the utmost confidence of a real and 
lasting benefit. ‘The book is cheap and an edition in a less 
expensive style has been lately printed, which may render 


it more generally useful. MINUS. 
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THE ONLY METHOD OF DESTROYING SIN. 

As all things are created for God’s glory, and as we are 
informed that by sinning men come short of his glory, must 
he not destroy sin entirely in order to manifest his glory in 
every person he hascreated? But weare assured he will 
make an end of sin and briag in everlasting righteousness ; 


now if he honor himself in destroying sin, how can he 


display his glory in giving it an eternal existence? As 


God’s omnipotency consists in his goodness, his only mean 
in the removal of sin is charity, and when this fails, he is 
weak like the children of men. As God's almightiness 
consists in his gooduess, it is not in his power to overcome 
evil with evil, for if this were the case, he would be diyi- 
ded against himself. God cannot hate his enemies, and 
command us to love and forgive all ours, and at the same 


For if G od 


hate his enemies, aud command us to love ours, he requires 


time propose his conduct for our imitation. 
us to be unlike himself; but no being can urge others to 
sign the ruin of those he counsels. Now as God is neith- 
er convinced that he is wrong, nor disposed to make us 
miserable, it is evidently his design to make us happier, by 
proposing his character as the model for our actions. From 
all these reasonings it is plain that God can destroy sin in no 
case but by good ; that by this he can destroy it in all, and 
that if he do not, he is overcome of evil, or prefers it to good. 
Should this be the case, weakness will triumph over 





portions of the old and New Testament, in our common 


strength, ignorance oyer wisdom and malice over Jove. 


be unlike him, unless he be convinced he is wrong, or de- 
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But as there is no mvineitle weapon in the arsenal of 


heaven but goodness, | entreat youto employ it. I con- 


er,nosoul can heartily pray for the continuance of sin 
without being willing to commit it; but if God desire and 





ure you by the tears and groans, the prayers and sighs of design the endless reign of sin, and all holy beings pray for 


Gethsemane ; the blood of Calvary; the darkened sun, 
t.« rending rocks. the opening graves, by the eternal and 
soul-melting love of God uot to be overcome of evil, but 
to overcome evil with good. Enlist under the banner of 
Jehovah and do not fear to fight his battles. Subdue evil 
in yourselves, and then in others. 
on? ia Which you may be sure of victory ; one in which 
the laurel is not stained with blood nor dipped in widow’s 
tears. The cause is good, vour leader is almighty, you 
cannot fail. Butthe cause of the wicked ia desperate, 
their leader ignorant and weak, their armour cumbrous 
an! unserviceable; they must be vanquished. You may 
as reasonably expect that God will attempt to burn the 
earth toa cinder by eternal winter, as expect he imtends 
to reclaim mankin’, or overcome evil by eternal woe. 
If you will strive to melt the heart of the obdurate, 
to soften the iniquitous into contrition by precept and ex- 
ample, to destroy all evil by good, I pledge you the word 
of the God of truth, that you shall prosper, that you shall 
go on from conquest to conquest under the captain of your 
salvation and ultimately be crowned with a chaplet of 
stars. ‘The combined armies ot wickedness cannot impede 
your march, for you are mailed in the panoply of God, 
and will be able to quench a!) the fiery darts of the wick- 
ed, to subdue spiritual iniquity in high places and to make 
your foes humble followers of the cross. 1 therefore con- 
jure you by all things past, present and future, by the hor- 


rors of guilt and the happiness of virtue, by the love of 


God, the compassion of Jesus and ihe joys of the angels, 


that ye overcome evil with good. 
vill never obtain a universal triumph over unholiness ani 
sin, either through the inability or disinclination of God 
to extirminate moral evil in his rational empire, we have 
no encouragment in opposing sin, nor the most distant pros- 
pect of its termination ; as God is either determined to 
give it a reign coeternal with his own, or he is totally una- 
ble to effect the pleasure of hissoul. With this view, it 
would be impossible for any to determine when they had 
destroyed enough sin in themselves or others, or whether 
they werg not displaying the extremest folly, in attempt- 
ing the extirpation of that, which God is unable to destroy, 
It is therefore certain that God will sweep away all sin 
with the flood of ruin, or that mendo not imitate his con- 
duct in striving to finish its ravages, or pray in accordance 


with his design, when they say, may thy kingdom come 


the accomplishment of his pleasure, they cannot detest and 
avoid rebellion, asthey would be ready to fight against 
God and to disobey his ordinances forever. Or should it 
| be said they cannot oppose God in desiring the completion 
jof his will and yielding to its operation, it is perfectly cer- 


| 


This is a glorious cause,|tain they could not hate iniquity, for they petition that sin 


may reign long as God is God, and confess themselves 
‘ready to do all in their power for its eternal triumph, as 
this would promote the honor of God and the general 
good of the universe. [lence it 1s clearly discoverable 
that nothing will jead to the universal and unending love 
and practice of righteousness but a firm conviction that all 
rebellion will be terminated in the empire of God; for 
sould the opinion be credited, that unholiness will never 
cease, either from the determination or imbecility of God, 


the virtuous must be willing to disobey, should the honor 





of God require it, or discouraged in the pursuit of holiness 
and peace,as God is unable to destroy all sin, or to give 
\them the joy after which their souls constantly aspire. 
From all these considerations we may infer with ease and 
certainty, that goodness is the only almighty principle im 
the universe, and that its omuipotency will be proved by 
its universal triumph over all sin, 
—>—— 
WHAT IS INFINITE CRUELTY? 
A FRAGMENT. 
Were a being of unmixed malignity the creator of man, 
and had he given existence and capacity of enduring tor- 


ment in the highest degree, solely to render his creatures 


But if righteousness] miserable as their susceptibility of pain would admit, and 


through an endless state of being, the fullest idea of infi- 
nite cruelty would be exhibited, and while human nature 
is What it is, such a being would be held in the sincerest 
No 


one of our race, with the present means of judging, could 


contempt, and loaded with the heaviest maledictions. 


irame a conception of amore cruel being, or one, whom 
the eutire family of carth would more cord ‘ally dread and 
detest. Such a being however, according to Calvin, is the 
God and Futher of the non-elect. He says “all are not 
created in like estate, but to some elernal life, to others 
death is fore-appomted.” “But those whom he appointetla 
to damnation, to them, we say, by his just and irreprehen- 
sible, but incomprehensible judgment, the entry of life w 
blocked up.” 


“Therefore if we cannot assign a reason why 





he should confer mercy on those that are his, but because 


and thy will be done in the hearts of ail men, as it is done|thus it pleaseth him, neither indeed shall we have any oth- 
by theange!s inheaven. Should it then be contrary tojer cause of his rejecting of others than his own will.” “As 
the pleasure of infinite goodness to have all unholiness;God by the effectualness of his calling towards the elect 
removed from its dominion, but perfectly agreeable that} perfects the salvation, to which by his eternal counsel he 
some should continue forever to manifest its glory, the! had appointed them, so he hath his judgments against the 
children ‘of God should supplicate for the partial de-jreprobate, by which he executes his counsel concerning 
struction of sin, but entreat that enough might be left tojthem; whom therefore he hath created to the shame of 


honor their heavenly Father through eternity. Howev-llife and destruction of death, that they may be vessels of 
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his wrath and examples of his severity, them, that they 
may come to their end, sometimes he deprives of the pow- 
er to liear his word, and sometimes he more blinds and con- 
founds by the preaching of it.” “Behold he directs his 
voice to them, that they may become more deaf; he light- 
eth a light, but that they may be rendered the more dull; 


he applies tothem a remedy, but not that they may be 
healed.” Though Calvin drew this picture of the God he 
claimed to adore, yet he acknowledges “Derectum quidem 
horrible fateor,” INDEED I CONFESS TitIS IS A HORRIBLE 
DECREE; so that itis evident he did not respect and 
admire that being, whom he delineated for others to love 
and worship. Andtruly itis impossible for any human 


Deity, aud a more ennobling, a happier belief. So strangely 
however have our feeling: been tutored, that we are total- 
ly apathetical when told that God damns little infants. and 
sends them to welter in the flames of hell through eternity, 
but deeply affected at the burning of a H:ndoo widow, or 
the sacrifice of a little babe to a crocodile, that the pagan 
deities may be placated. Whatare the pains of burning 
for two hours, or the momentary agony of being crushed 
beneath the jaws of a crocodile, when compared with in- 
terminable anguish ? and shall the fact that nine hundred 
widows are burned, or buried alive, annually, in Bengal 
alone, rouse our christian sensibilities, and induce us to 
prevent the horrid immolation? and can we sleep over 


being to delight in such a character, or not to consider it'the condition of New-England, when, according to Dr. 


the worst, of which the mind can form an idea. Yet we 
are conjured by every thing affecting and solemn to con- 
vert men from the service of Juggernaut and his kindred! 
devils to the love and adoration of a God, whom his pre- 
teuded worshippers denominate horrible! But if unper- 
verted feeling or unbiassed reason should decide, all men 
would prefer the servitude of the most ferocious idol to the 
worship of a God,as insatiable as death, as cruel as the 
grave ; who formed some to be the victims of his wrath 
through eternity, and others to enjoy his malignant tri- 
umph, and praise his sovereign, his discriminating goodness. 
All the definitions of cruelty, all the examples of savage 
barbarity fall so short of infinite malevolence, that, when 
asked for a complete delineation of it, we would say, it is 
most forcibly expressed, most clearly depicted in the God 
of Calvinism. And we challenge the »yhole world to pro- 
duce an instance, or instances of hatred, which, single or 
combined bear the least comparison with the unbeginning, 
inexorable, and unending vengeance of Calvin’s God. 
However malevolent any idol may be, it 1s not asserted 
that he has formed any creature for eternal misery, or that 
his wrath kindled against him before his creation ; but 
Piscator says *reprobates are absolutely ordained to this 
two-fold end ; to undergo everlasting punishment, and ne- 
cessarily to sin; and therefore to sin, that they may be jusf- 
ly punished ;” and Beza that “God hath predestinated not 
only unto damnation, but also the causes of it, whomsoev- 


Griffin, nine hundred infants are annually sent from it to 
people the world of fire? In truth, Calvinism being the 
doctrine of God, there is more reason for idolatry than for 
christian worship ; and if the deity of that system be not 
infinitely cruel, it is impossible to form an idea of unlimited 
vengeance. 
— 

JAMES FIRGUREON. 

Specimen of Calrinistic reasoning. 

This ingenious mechanic and astronomer was travelling 
once in a stage coach, in which there happened to be only 
another passenger, who was a rigid Calvinist. The man, 
being brimful of zeal, kept the discourse continually upon 
the subject which was nearest to his heart, aud pointed out 
passages of scripture incessantly, exclaiming, as he uttered 
every text or disjointed passage, “is not that seripture ?” 
Fergurson at last grew quite impatient, and plainly told his 
fellow traveller that upon his principles he would under- 
‘How so?” vo 
“Why,” retorted the mathema- 
cian, “Judas went and hanged himself.” 


take to prove the lawfulness of suicide. 
ciferated the scripturist. 
Is not that serip 
lure ?----Go and do thou likewise.’ Js not that scripture 
This put an end to the conversation, and the parties went 
on to the end of the stage in silence. 

—— 


Our readers are informed that Musgrave’s last publica- 





er he saw meet ;” and Zanchius that “it is certain that God 
is the first cause of obduration. Reprobates are held so 
fast under God’s almighty decree, that they cannot but sin 
and perish.” Were any of our missionaries to India or 
the South Sea Islands to give such an account of their 
idols and theology as the above writers have given of the 
true God and his gospel, all the sympathies of christendom 
would be awakened by the horrible recital, and armies of 
preachers would be us readily found and as easily marshal- 
led as the crusaders, when they went to dispossess the Sar- 
acens of Jerusalem. But as these representations are 
made concerning the God of our own land, and repeated 
from time to time in all their appalling forms, it might be 
supposed we should feel their utter inconsistency with 


goodness, and be induced to plead for 4 more benevolent 


tion, in which he charges Mr. Morse with fulschood, has 
‘been thus far unnoticed, as that piece has been forwarded 
to Mr. Morse, and asa conversation with Mr. Kneeland 
has satisfied usthat the story of the conversion isa fable, 
jand that Musgrave is only a subordinate actor in this Re- 
mish farce. When we obtain more light on this subject 
from either of the persons named in Mr. Morse’s letter, it 
shall be faithfully transmitted to our readers. 
—_— 

The first consideration with a knave, is how to help 
himself, and the second, how to do it, with an appearance 
of helping you. Dionysius the tyrant, stripped the statue 
of Jupiter Olympius of a robe of massy gold, and substi- 
tuted a cloak of wool, sayifig, gold is too cold in winter 


and too heavy in summer—It beboves 





Jupiter. 


us lo take care of 
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EXCOMMUNICATION, 
SPIRITUAL WICKEDNESS IN HIGH PLACES. 


On the 10th of July, 1824, Mrs. Hannah Davis, a mem-}' 
ber of the Baptist church in Wiscasset, was requested to 
attend a conference meeting of said church, and there an- 
swer to acharge preferred against her by one of the mem- 
bers, of having “denied the faith.” 

This request was promptly obeyed. The meeting was 
epened as usual by solemn prayer, &c. and the mighty 
charge of having denied the faith, was read with the usual 
quantity of misquoted and misapplied scripture, to justify 
themselves in the conduct they were about to pursue. 
The following questions were then asked by the Rev. Mr. 
Wilson :— Have you denied fhe faith? 

Mrs. D.—I have denied your creed. 

Rev. Mr. W¥.—Are you established in that doctrine, in 
which you now profess to believe? 

Mrs. D.—\ am established in the belief of the final re- 
storation of the whole human family. 

Rev. Mr. W.--If the church have any question to ask, 
there is liberty. 

Deacon B.--Do you wish to know the truth, as we 
know it? 

Mrs. D.—-1 wish to know the truth. 

By a Member—\t you believe in endles 
must also believe in endless misery. 

Rev. Mr. li'.—We wish for no controversy here-—After 
Mrs. Davis has retired, we will proceed with the 
business. 

What that business was, or what was further done, upon 
the charge brought against her, Mrs. Davis was never 
officially, informed ; all she could learn on the subject, was 
by the common report, that, “Mrs. Davis had been turned 
out of thechurch.” She repeatedly called upon the Dea- 
eon to furnish her with official information; with a copy 
of the charges, proof and condemnation, and was as re- 
peatedly denied. 

A short time since, however, she chanced to meet Mr. 
Wilson, aud requested him to inform her whether she was 
or was not excluded from the church; and to do it ver- 
bally, if he would not furnish her with a copy of the pro- 
ceedings. He replied that, it had gotto be an old story 
then—that he was under no obligations to furnish her 
with copies—-that she might publish what she pleased,Cc. ; 
and that ne would inform her that she was excluded. 

She then requested that the proceedings of the church 
might be read in public before the congregaticn ; for, as 

che was publicly received, she wishel to be as publicly 
dismissed. To this he consented, am’ promised her that 
it should be done; but when questioned on the subject, by 
a member of the church, he replied that he should not 
gratify herso much. 

We have taken down the foregoing brief sketch of the 
excommunication of Mrs. Davis, ‘whic h is all that she feels 
willing to communicate for publication. For sh is sensi- 
ble of their object in keeping from her all official informa- 
tion, respecting the proceedings of the church with her ; 
and that their “obj ectis, to get her to publish from memo- 
ry, and state sor nething which would not be /ilerally cor- 
rect; so thatthey could have something to bring against 
her, which would serve to qmet their troubled conscience. 
But their main object 1 is, undoubtedly, tokeep from the 
public, a knowledge of the manner in which their time is 
spent, when pretending to meet for holy conferance and 

prayer. 


s happiness, you 


> church 


It is now well known that the multitude of conferences, 
which are established through the country, are mainly de- 
signed to awaken the erren “ some timid i ople who may 
be prevailed upon to attend; and thus pread the pol- 





—_ ———— 
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son of Calvinism more widely; and the numerous ac- 
counts which are published of their success, show that it is 
a more successful way of accomplishing their object than 
any other scheme which they have adopted; much more 
so indeed than all their tract and miss‘onary societies uni- 
ted. But it may be said here, as it was anciently to the 
prophet, * Dig farther son of man, and thou shalt see great- 
er abominations than these.” Here wasa_ holy confer- 
ence, pretending to be established for prayer and edifica- 
ti on in righteousness ; when its secret design was, to confer 
“for strife and debate, and to smite with the fist of wick- 
edness.” Here was a conference, not for the purpose of 
merely awakening the fears of some nervous attendant, 
but to persecute and oppress the widow. 

Mrs. D. had frequently requested to be dismissed from 
the church, ina peaceable manner; and to be furnished 
with a certificate of her moral character and upright walk, 
while belonging to the church—bui in vain. This would 
be too christian-like for a Calrinistic church: it would 
not “be driving furiously” enough “to show their zeal for 
the Lord”—-ioo anti-calvinistic for the disciples of the 
murderer of Servetus. Like the mother of Harlots, which 
their minister pretends to abhor most devoutly, a secret 
conclave, must be assembled to try a heretic; the accuser 
must be secret; and their proceedings secret ; and the con- 
demnation secret. Indeed this so exactly resembles the 
method used by the mother church, in the secret trials of 
ihe inquisition, that it fully justifies us in using the lan- 
guage of the prophet, “As is the mother, so is the daugh- 
ter.” 

It is true, that no instruments of bodily torture have 
been employed to bring back an heretical sister to the 
‘bosom of the most holy church”—although the body has 
‘not been extended upon the rack, nor the flesh torn, or the 
limbs mangled, yet every species of torture which the or- 
thodox are so adept i in ‘applying to the mind, has been 
used indefatigably in endeavoring to bring Mrs. D. once 
more toan acknowledgment of the truth of Calvinism. 

I would not wish to have it inferred from this communi- 
cation, that the inhabitants of the town of Wiscasset, are 
of a persecuting spirit; they are generally of a more lib- 
eral and benevolent turn. Nor mdeed, are all the mem- 
bers ef that church disposed to persecute ; for, | believe 
that most of them, excepting the ministers, such as have 
met with disappointments which naturally render the dis- 
position rather acrimonious, unite in the voice of the 
common people, in reprobating such anti-christian pro- 
ceedings, OMICRON,. 


——— 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Miss Almira Hall, was excommunicated from the Bap- 
43st Church, of Fairfield, Herkimer co. on the 4th ult. for 
believing the doctrine of God’s universal and impartial 
grace. She did not arrive at the place, where the meet- 
ing was held for considering her case, until the church 
had passed judgment upon, and excluded her from its fel- 
lowship and communion. When she did arrive, a mem- 
ber of the church, who probably was its organ, arose and 
informed her, the church had excommunicated her for be- 
lieving the “devil’s doctrine.” She then requested per- 
mission to read a defence which she had prepared.—This 
reasonable request, made in the spirit of religion, and by 
a female, was unreasonably, tartly, and umgraciously re- 
fused. Inthe evening she. attended a monthly conference 
of the church, when and where she delivered her defence. 
What does honor to the defence, and gives it greater inter- 
est is the fact, that it was prepared ‘without the aid of a 
second person, and by the person excommunicated. The 
Baptist church of Fairfield have not alledged any thing 
against the moral character of Miss Hall.---Universalist. 

—>——— 


BAPTIST LIBERALITY. 





‘The Rey. Cussau Donson, Pastor of a Baptist Church 
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at Lamot, Ilimois, has been exctuded from the fellowship\“was his influeacing Mr. Endicot, one of the magistrates 


of that church, for associating himself with the Masonic 
fraternity of Palestine Lodge, Called upon by the ruling 
elders of the church, to withdraw himseli from the Lodge, 
Mr. Dodson refused, upon the principle that he found no 
impropriety in Masonry, and that he would not renounce 
the Society, until convinced of being in error. In his de- 
fence he proposed the following questions to the church, 
requesting answers to each ;— 


1. Isa moral good a spiritual evil ? 
2. Is Masonry a sin? 
3. If Masonry is a sin, wherein does it consist? 


4. May I not pursue what course I please, if it is lawful 
and an advantage to me, provided I do not sin? 


5. When I have neither done or intended harm, why 
should I be excluded ? 


6. How can you judge of that of which you know 
nothing ? 

These questions were considered as merely intended to 
puzzle the church, and the answering of them declined, 
with a confession that they knew not whether there was 
much good or harm in the institution. Mr. D. was then 
excommunicated without further hearing. 


This is the first instance we have heard of, in this coun- 
try, of a Cristian association, excluding one of the mein- 
bers of their church, from the circumstance of his being a 
Free Mason. Indeed it is a question whether any other 
church in Christendom, has entailed the like reproach 
upon itself. Among Baptists, and all other religious sects, 
or denominations, their most pious men and brightest orna- 
ments, are recognized as free and accepted Masons. One 
would scarcely have imagined that the despotic example 
of the Russian Autocrat—the superstitious tyranny of 
Ferdinand, and the puerile and infamous persecutions of 
Louis of France, had penetrated the recesses of Iillinois, 
even to the sanctuary of Lamot. The blind and bigoted 
disciplinarfins of this individual church, may find consola- 
tion in the exalted reflection that they have expelled their 
pastor and dishonored themselves ! 

Fayetisville Sentinel. 


We have published the above articles, not merely to 
show the exclusive and intolerant spirit by which the Bap- 
tists are governed, but to prove by comparison that some 
of them have not improved in temper or understanding 
since the commencement of the seventeenth century, if 
they have since the phrensy and outrages at Munster. In 
1634 Roger|Williams maintained “that it was not lawful for 
a godly man to have communion in family prayer or in an 
ofth with such as they judge unregenerate, and therefore 


and a member of his church, to cut the cross out of the 
King’s colours, as being a relique of antichristian supersti- 
tion.” We did hope the experience of eighteen hundred 
years, and the history of the blood, and fire, and tears, and 
groans of persecution during that period had taught the 
Baptists wisdom and humanity, and that having suffered, 
they had learned to pity the afilicted; but there are some 
who are ignorant and unfeeling in spite of experience, and 


wheel and the dry-pan. 


_—_— S| 


A GUILTY CONSCIENCE WHO CAN BEAR? 


It has just fallen to our lot to record the confession of a 
murder, committed, as will appear, by a husband upon a 
weak and unoffending wife, in a time of illness, a time 
when it is natural to suppose that the tender feelings 
would have ‘been softened in her favor. The name of 
the unfortunate man is William Sayre, a shoemaker, who 
says that, while living in Callowhill, between Second and 
Third-streets, in Philadelphia, on the night of the 14th 
October, 1810, his wife having been about five weeks ina 
state of ill health that required attendance and broke 
his rest, after assisting her into bed, choked her with his 
hand upon her neck to death! A child’ of their's five 
years old was the only other person in the house. Ne 
one suspected but what she died a natural death. Sayre 
continued to reside in Philadelphia for more than a year, 
when he enlisted into the army, in which he continued 
upwards of four years. After leaving the army, he pur- 
sued his trade, occasionally travelling from one village te 
another in the state of New-York and Canada, till with- 
in afew months, ever worried with his foul crime, be 
came to his brother's at Mullica Hill in Gloucester county, 
N. J. About 10 days previous to his making the cou- 
fession, he came to another brother's house in Salem coun- 
ty. Remaining there a few days, but finding no where 
any peace to his troubled breast, he left there with a de- 
termination of destroying his own life, but, as if “whoso- 
ever sheddeth man’s blood, by man shail his blood be shed,” 
he wandered along for twenty miles, through this towa 
and over Quinton’s bridge, when he accosted a man—a 
stranger to him, to whom he confessed the horrid deed. 
This man took him before Stacy Lloyd, Esq. who after 
receiving the confession, committed him to prisou.—Such 
is the confession and relation we have gathered from the 
prisoner, who appears of sane mind, and, for an illiterate 
person, of good understanding; neatly and well dressed 
for one of his age and occupation, beng 45 years old; 
possesses a countenance inclining to agreeableness, but 





he refused the oath of fidelity, and taught others so to do--- 


. 


that itis not lawful for an unregenerate man to pray.’ 


disconsolate, and of small stature. He says that he had 
not thought of such a thing five minutes before he com- 


mitted the awful crime; that it has ever been a source of 


He also contended that there was no pure church but his!great trouble to him; never out of his mind except when 


at Salem; “but at length, because the members of that 
church would not separate not only from all the churches 
in Old England, but from ali in New England also, he 
separated from them; and to make complete work of it, 
he separated from his own wife, and would neither ask a 
blessing nor give thanks at his meals if his wife were pres- 
ent, because she attended the public worship in the church 
of Salem.” Though his banishment was both impolitic 
and unchristian, and the treatment he received like that 
the Baptists are now striving to emulate, it is evident from 
the history of those times that he wasa turbulent and 
seditious spirit, and that the immediate cause of his exile 


‘drowned by liquor; that he has never been guilty of oth- 
‘ercrimes against the laws of the land; converses with 
‘candor, establishes credit for what he says. His brothers, 
fone a farmer and the other a shoemaker, are men of fair 
icharacter; and on mentioning to him the stain that his 
confession would bring on them, he burst into tears and 
said he hoped it might not be thrown up to them, If we 
doubt any thing he says, it is that of the confession, and we 
hope for the honor of his relations—for that of our sex 
and race, that there may yet be proof that the deceased, 
whose maiden name, we learn by the prisoner was Rebec- 
ca Brown, died a natural death.—Salem, NV. J. Messenger. 
—>_»>-—— 

When Mahomet forbids his followers the use of wine, 
when the grand Sultan discourages learning, and when the 
Pope denies the scriptures to the laity, what are we to in- 





who become persecutors the moment they escape from the- 
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fer trom hence: nol tne dungétr of the things forbidden, 
but the fears of those that torbid. Mahomet knew that 
his was a faith strictly military, ami to be propagated by 
thesword; he also knew that nothing ts so destructive of 
discipline as wine; Mahomet thereiore interdicted wine. 
The grand Sultan knows that despotism is founded on the 
blindness and weakness of the governed; but that learn- 
ing is light and power; an¢ that the powerful and enlght- 
ened make very troublesome slaves; therefore the Sultan 
discourages learning. Leo the Xth knew that the pon- 
tifical hierarchy did support, and was reciprocally sup- 
ported by a superstit:on that was false; but he also knew 
that the scriptures are true, and that truth and falsehood 
assimilate not; therefore, Leo withheld the scriptures 
from the laity. 

———-- 

Fire in Stockbridge, Ms.--- Ve learn from the N. Y. Tel-, 
escope, that the Meeting-House im Stockbridge, Ms. has! 
recently teen consumed by fire, and is supposed to be the 
work of an encendiary. 

When similar disasters take place among those who en- 
tertain lrberal views of the plan of (+od’s grace, how ready 
are many of those who style themselves orihodex te con- 
struc them ‘nto a special Judgment of Heaven, for the 
wickedness of ther opinions. We should be happy to 
know whether our orthocvox brethren consider this serious 
misfortune sent asa judgment tor the wickedness of Or- 
thodoxy ?---Zelescope. 

—_—»_— 
ANLCUDOTE. 

Two persons met atthe house of a Friend, and spent 
teveral long hours in telling over their conviction, con- 
version, religious dscoveries and exploits; both of them 
frequently asserting their marvellous change from nature 
to grace. At length, having mostly exhausted their fund 
of intelligence, one of them began to sigh, and disfigure 
his face,—complaining bitterly about his hard and deceit- 
ful heart, which he said, was desperately wicked. The 
other, being more sincere, or supposing there was no neces- 
sity for such pious apologies at that time, expressed his 
serious doubts of the correctness of such language. But 
the Deacon would not give way inthe least; he insisted 
that he was actually as bad as he had described himself to 
be. And just as the other professer was about to reason 
him out of his humiliating confession, the Quaker inter- 
rupted him—*Friend, thou wouldst do well, first to make 
thyself acquainted with this Deacon’s character among his 
neishbours; by whichthou wouldst be convinced that he 
had at least once told thee the truth. 











MARRIED, 

On Monday evening last by the Rev. Mr. Hawes Mr. 
James T. Pratt. \erchant, to Miss Conners PorRTER, 
daughter of Mr. David Porter, all of this city. 

Yn the 6th inst. by the Rev. Mr. Hawes, Mr. Joun Hrn- 
RARD WELLS to Miss Susan BENNETT, daughter of Mr. 
John Bennett, all of this city. 

OB Oe 
DIED, 

In this City, after a long illness, Miss Mancaret Cort, 
aged 19, danghter of Mr. Christopher Colt. 

On Sunday evening last. of consumption, Miss Junra 
E.isworthH, aved 18, daughter of Mr. John Ellsworth. 

In this town, Mr. Ronpenick Seymour, 67. 

At Berl, of consumption, Mr. Hezexrau Hinspae, 
a native of this town. 

In Savannah, on the 15th ult. after a short illness, Mr. 
Horace Kirey, aged 27 years, a native of Middletown, 
Conn. but for the last nine years,a resident of Sayanuah. 


2OUVRY, 
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“Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord.” 
—CCeCtereCecrere ter Sf ffl. fe. et fhe ee 2 2. ee 2 ee oe 
The following Hymn was sung at the Ordination of Br- 
Carvin GARDNER, over tie First Universalist Society is 

Charlgstown. 
HYMN. 
BY A MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY. 


Eternal Father, Godot peace, 
We bow before thy throne ; 

And sing that wond'rous love and grace 
Which calls us all thine own, 


Within these walls, O may thy voice 
Of pard"ning love be heard ; 

Here may the broken heart rejoice, 
The contrite soul be cheer'd. 


And may thy Servant, who this day 
Is set apart for Thee, 

Enjoy the Gospel’s heavenly ray 
And all thy glory see. 


And while he in thy vineyard stands, 
Receiving corn and wine, 

Oh may thy people from his hands 
Accept the gift divine. 


Teach him to show that peace on earth 
Which true religion gives ; 

And point the eye of Hope and Faith 
To realms where JEsus lives. 


Oh may thy grace his heart enlarge 

To teach thy precepts given, 
Till, with the people of his charge, 

They all arrive in heaven. 

—~— 
EVENING HYMN. 

Iuspirer and Hearer of Prayer, 

Thou Feeder and Guardian of thine 
My all to thy covenant care, 

I, sleeping or waking, resign. 


If thou art my shield and my sun, 
The night 1s no darkness to me? 

And fast as my moments roll on, 
They bring me but nearer to thee 


A sov’reign Protector | have, 
Unseen, yet forever at hand ; 

Unchangeably faithful to save, 
Almighty to rule afd command. 


From evil secure, and its dread ; 
I rest, if my Saviour be nigh; 
And songs his kind presence indeed, 
Shall m the night season supply. 
Toruapy. 
a 
*,* MEnTOR—Mayuew,—-H.---E. F.---J. B.---Z. F. 








and N. are on file, and shall receive due and seasonable at 





At Simsbury, Dr. Jonn Brstor. 


. 


tention. 









